
The Honorable U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer
Hart Senate Office Building, 322
Washington, DC 20510

November 14, 2022

Dear Leader Schumer,

During his post-midterm press conference, President Joe Biden promised to build on the progress he has
made to address the gun violence crisis and urged the Senate to “try like the devil” to ban assault weapons.

As gun violence continues to ravage our country and the nation experiences two mass shootings at the
University of Virginia and the University of Idaho, survivors of gun violence are urging you to advance
House-passed bipartisan gun violence prevention legislation. Specifically, we are asking you to hold a vote on
the Assault Weapons Ban of 2021 during the remaining weeks of the 117th Congress and to ensure its
passage by adding it to must-pass legislation before the end of the year.

This bipartisan House-passed legislation will prohibit future sale, manufacture, transfer, or possession of
semiautomatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices – weapons of war that are
designed to kill as many Americans as quickly as possible.

In addition to the tragic mass shootings in Uvalde, Buffalo, and Highland Park, during this Congress, our nation
has experienced at least 877 instances of gun violence involving assault weapons, resulting in over 453 deaths
and 714 injuries.

While a bullet from a regular handgun lacerates an organ, a round from an AR-15 style weapon shreds it, often
proving fatal. According to the medical examiner who testified at the recent Parkland trial, the killer purposely
chose the Smith & Wesson AR-15 because of its high-capacity magazines and ability to “kill effectively.” The
weapon empowered the murderer to fire 39 rounds as quickly as he could pull the trigger, creating small
entrance wounds in his victims but practically liquifying organs and causing extensive bodily damage.

The local pediatrician who rushed to Uvalde Memorial Hospital after the massacre of 19 children and two
teachers at Robb Elementary School in Texas testified during a congressional hearing on gun violence and
shared that children were “pulverized” and “decapitated” by AR-15 bullets. Tragically, DNA samples were
required to identify the victims of the Uvalde shooting.
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In fact, researchers estimate that if we banned access to such firepower, our nation would experience 70
percent fewer mass shooting deaths.

Throughout your career, you have stood with us to support reinstating the federal assault weapons ban. But as
the Senate Majority Leader and a champion on this issue, we expect more than words. In this Congress, you
have found creative ways to pass significant legislation by bringing together reluctant members of your own
party and, at times, senators from the other side of the aisle.

As survivors of gun violence, we implore you to apply the same level of energy and tenacity to finding a
pathway for banning assault weapons before the new year, chasing down every last opportunity to get these
deadly guns off our streets and save lives.

Sincerely,
Families and Survivors Directly Impacted by Gun Violence in America

Karen Abrams, Highland Park, Illinois
Megan Ackerman, Los Angeles, California
Maneesha  Agarwal, Atlanta, Georgia
Sarah Airola, Glenview, Illinois
Halleh Akbarnia, Glenview, Illinois
Martelle Ambrose, Jacksonville , Florida
Ellie Ander, Highland Park, Illinois
Betsy  Argintar , Chevy chase , Maryland
Paul Aylward, Omaha, Nebraska
Miyoshia Bailey, Chicago, Illinois
Sharon  Baker , Goshen , Indiana
Ashbey  Beasley, Highland Park, Illinois
Margot Bennett, Culver City, California
Cynthia Bruce, Manchester, Maryland
Sarah Coqueline (Coco) Bentaieb, Parkland, Florida
Amy Berger, Deerfield, Illinois
Kathryn Berkowicz, Schererville, Indiana
Marie Bertozzi, Leesburg, Virginia
Tika Bordelon, Seattle, Washington
Pamela Bosley, Chicago, Illinois
Trevon  Bosley, Chicago, Illinois
Kitty Brandtner, Winnetka, Illinois
Cheryl Brooks, Westminster, Maryland
Donna Brown, Santa Monica, California
Stephanie  Brown , Chicago , Illinois
Kimberly  Brusk , Brookhaven , Georgia
Dana Bulbin , Boca Raton , Florida
Milagros Burgos , Chicago, Illinois
Rafael Burgos , Chicago, Illinois
Celeste Campbell, Chicago , Illinois
Melissa  Cannata, Highland Park, Illinois
M Carr, Commerce , Michigan
Alexandra  Cassis, Fort Lauderdale , Florida
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Gabriella  Cassis, Fort Lauderdale , Florida
Jimmy Cassis, Fort Lauderdale , Florida
Gloria Cazares, Uvalde, Texas
Heather Chapman, Parkland, Florida
Delphine  Cherry, Hazel crest, Illinois
David Christman, Athens, Georgia
Martha Clark, Trotwood, Ohio
Abbey Clements, Danbury, Connecticut
Sonya  Cohen , Highland Park, Illinois
Yvonne Crasso, Middletown , Connecticut
Leah Crebbin, Newtown, Connecticut
Gerald Cuffie, Bryans Road, Maryland
Brittany Dalton, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Christina  Davis, Dallas, Georgia
Deborah Davis, Hartford, Connecticut
Donna Dees-Thomases, New Orleans , Louisiana
Carrie Delaney, Bethel, Connecticut
Ivy Domont, Glencoe, Illinois
Zachary Domont, Glencoe, Illinois
Ann Marie Donnelly, Bridgeport, Connecticut
Katie Donnelly, West Hartford, Connecticut
Kathleen  Donnelly, Troy, New York
Mary Donnelly, Bridgeport, Connecticut
Tara Donnelly, Easton, Connecticut
Annika Dworet, Coral Springs, Florida
Mitch Dworet, Coral Springs, Florida
Rita Edmonds-Norris , Fairfield , California
Susan el Sheikh, Fort Lauderdale , Florida
Zeneta  Everhart, Buffalo, New York
Kathryn Fairbanks, Cass Lake, Minnesota
Alyson Feiger, Deerfield, Illinois
Donna Finkelstein, Chatsworth, California
Dave Finkelstein , Chatsworth, California
Sarah Flaherty, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Alec Foster, Compton, California
jeffrey foster, Lake Worth, Florida
Rhonda Foster, Los Angeles, California
Ruett Foster, Compton, California
Shenna Foster, Waldorf, Maryland
LaShawn Foster-Cuffie, Bryans Road, Maryland
Molly  Friedlich, Highland park, Illinois
Paul Friedman, Alexandria, Virginia
Kimberley Gatbunton, Lakewood, Washington
Carol Gaxiola, Sahuarita, Arizona
Vicki Gee, Tucson, Arizona
Wayne Gilbert, Tiburon, California
Gerald Givens, Raleigh, North Carolina
Jill Goldstein , Highland Park, Illinois
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Dana Gordon, Highland park, Illinois
Marion Gray-Hopkins, Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Fabienne Gray, MD, New Orleans, Louisiana
Ms Pat Green, Bowie, Maryland
Roxanna Green, Tucson, Arizona
Jonathan Greenberg, Highland Park, Illinois
Shana Greenberg, Highland Park , Illinois
Fred Guttenberg, Delray Beach, Florida
Lori Haas, Richmond, Virginia
Holly Hall, Temecula, California
Rhonda Hart, Dickinson, Texas
Amber Hathcock, Tampa, Florida
Masaichi Hattori, 1-95 Minatoku Nagoya Aichi, Hawaii
Chelsey Hayes, Lake Forest, Illinois
Holley Haymaker, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Jackie  Hegarty, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Archer Heinzen, Alexandria, Virginia
Marion Henry , Chicago, Illinois
Heather Hillary, Oxford, Michigan
Debra Hixon, Hollywood, Florida
CJ Hoekenga, Newtown, Connecticut
Dana Horowitz, Stamford, Connecticut
Melissa Huston, Champaign, Illinois
Christine Ilewski, Alton, Illinois
Alexandra Irwin, Winnetka, Illinois
Rose Jackman, Newtown, Connecticut
Greg Jackson, Washington, District of Columbia
Carl-Christian Jackson, M.D., F.A.C.S., Boston, Massachusetts
Nardyne Jefferies , Roanoke Rapids , North Carolina
Anna Johnson, Cary, North Carolina
Madeline Johnson, Oxford, Michigan
Meggan Johnson, Oxford, Michigan
Roxane Johnson, Bowie, Maryland
Shevrin Jones, Miami, Florida
Rachael Joseph, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Paul Kaneko, Santa Cruz, California
Celeste Kanpurwala, Ann Arbor, Michigan
Gerry Keen, Highland Park, Illinois
Lynne Keller, Rochester Hills, Michigan
D Dewayne, Kemp, Waldorf, Maryland
Cynthia Kennon, Dayton, Ohio
Camila Kuntz, Champlin , Minnesota
Traci  Kurtzer, Chicago, Illinois
Gwendolyn La Croix, Milan, Michigan
Harishan Lamba, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Megan  Leahy, Chicago, Illinois
Valerie Lee, Dayton, Ohio
Sarah Lerner, Coral Springs , Florida
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Kallie Leyba, Littleton, Colorado
Lauren Leyba, Boulder, Georgia
Loren Lieb, Northridge, California
Elliot Lieberman, Highland Park, Illinois
Sam Linton, Chicago, Illinois
Don Lococo , Newtown , Connecticut
Melissa Louwers, Farmington Hills, Michigan
Stephanie Luger, Highland Park, Illinois
Mary Kay Mace, Petersburg, Illinois
Suzanne Mackowski, Fort Mill, South Carolina
Ann Madsen, Lynnwood , Washington
Patricia Maisch, Tucson, Arizona
Olivia McAndrew, Newtown, Connecticut
Lorenzo Mcdonald , Washington , District of Columbia
Melody  McFadden , Greenville , South Carolina
Elizabeth McFeeters, South Burlington, Vermont
Nicole  Melchionno, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Adam Miller, Highland Park, Illinois
Brenda Mitchell, University Park, Illinois
Tina Monaco, Oakland, California
Cindy Montoya, Sierra Madre, California
Giselle Morch, Silver Spring , Maryland
Jenny Morgan, Grand Prairie, Texas
Elizabeth Morley, Oxford, Michigan
Noah Morley , Oxford , Michigan
Brenda  Moss, Lynchburg , Virginia
Anne Mucha, Highland Park, Illinois
Carol Munro, Glencoe, Illinois
Charles Munro, Chicago, Illinois
Matthew  Munro, Cherry Hills Village , Colorado
Yvonne Murray, Menlo Park, California
Michelle Mynderse, Berkley, Michigan
Chrissy  Neri, Highland Park, Illinois
Emily Nottingham, Tucson, Arizona
David O'Connor, Shoreline, Washington
Susan Oakes, Denver, Colorado
Megan ODonnell, Wilmington, Delaware
Jennifer OHagan, Highland Park, Illinois
Manuel Oliver, Parkland, Florida
Patricia Oliver, Parkland, Florida
Corey E. Olsen, Delafield, Wisconsin
Mia Page-Tretta, Santa Clarita, California
Andy Parker, Collinsville, Virginia
Barbara Parker, Collinsville, Virginia
Deborah Parker, Tucson, Arizona
Nicholas Payne, New Milford, Connecticut
Gina Pelusi, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Erin  Perrone , Ann Arbor, Michigan
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Lonnie  Phillips, Boerne, Texas
Sandy Phillips, Boerne, Texas
Maria Pike, Chicago, Illinois
Laura Pitchford, Atherton, California
Tanya Reid, Plantation, Florida
Cristen Rescigno, Newtown, Connecticut
Judi Richardson , South Portland , Maine
Wayne Richardson , South Portland , Maine
Jerry Rivers, Roosevelt, New York
Tina Robinson, Oakland, California
Cristina Rodrigues, Fort Lauderdale , Florida
Aimee  Roeschke, Round Rock, Texas
Jaimee Roeschke, Round Rock, Texas
Madison Roeschke, Santa Clarita, California
Dominique Ross, Washington, District of Columbia
Erik Ross, Wasilla, Alaska
Lucy Rowles, Sunrise, Florida
Aimee Rozen, san francisco, California
Kalisa Rubio, Uvalde, Texas
Kimberly Rubio, Uvalde, Texas
Felix Rubio, Uvalde, Texas
Liz Russell, Napa, California
Reesa Schachter, Deerfield Beach, Florida
Ivy Schamis, Parkland, Florida
Gail Schwartz, Boynton Beach, Florida
Marikay Schwartz, Lake Worth, Florida
Sam Schwartz, Boynton Beach, Florida
Scott  Schwartz, Boynton Beach, Florida
Clare Senchyna, Oakland, California
Ruth Senchyna, Albany , New York
Julie Shull, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Pam Simon, Tucson, Arizona
Gloria  Snyder, Kihei, Hawaii
Kristin  Song, Guilford, Connecticut
Tiffany Starr, Denville, New Jersey
Alan Stepakoff, Porter Ranch, California
Josh Stepakoff, Northridge , California
Jenny Stevens , New Orleans , Louisiana
Stephanie Stone, Byron, Georgia
Barbara Stowe, Greer , South Carolina
Mary Streufert, Duluth, Minnesota
Allie Suffety, Ypsilanti, Michigan
Patricia Summerfield, Inglewood, California
Adrienne Swanigan Williams, Chicago, Illinois
Maria Swanson, Plantation, Florida
Johanna Swartzendruber , Highland park , Illinois
Giesela Tanner, Fullerton, California
Chalres F. Tate III, MD, FACR, FSIR, Sewanee, Tennessee
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Cathy Taylor, Midlothian, Texas
Charles Taylor, Midlothian, Texas
Patricia Tomaszewski, Deerfield Beach, Florida
Antoine Towers, Oakland , California
Tiffany Tretta , Santa Clarita, California
Kath Tsakalakis, San Francisco, California
Jodie Viviano, Oxford , Michigan
Michele Voigt, Greenwich, Connecticut
Mary Ward, Pullman, Washington
Gail Warek, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Bethany Webb, Huntington Beach, California
Angela Weber, Vero Beach, Florida
Jane Weiss, Snohomish, Washington
Joseph Wenzel, Lake Elmo, Minnesota
Stacey Wesch, Parkland, Florida
Heidi  West , Ferndale , Michigan
David Wheeler, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Jean White, Wiidbridge, Virginia
Geneva Whorf, Newtown, Connecticut
Jean Wiant, Glenolden, Pennsylvania
Elizabeth  Wiegard, Parkland, Florida
Laura Williams, Skokie, Illinois
Amanda Witte, Brookfield, Wisconsin
Arlene Wolk, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
María José  Wright, Miami, Florida
Missy Zeitsoff, Santa Barbara, California
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